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Pursuant t o  n o t i c e ,  a  publ ic  hear ing  was h e l d  by the D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia Zoning Commission on June 1 ,  1981, t o  consider  amendments 
t o  the  Zoning Regulations o f  the  D i s t r i c t  of. Columbia. The ,p\ro- 
posed amendments would modify t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of cour t  and width 
of c o u r t ,  and add a  new d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  a  cour t  n iche .  Also pro- 
posed a r e  t e x t  amendments t o  Sections 4305 and 5303 rega rd ing . the  
provis ion of cour ts  i n  the Speeia l  Purpose and Commercial D i s t r i c t s .  
The i n t e n t  o f t h e  proposed amendments i s  t o  allow f o r  g r e a t e r  
f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  the  provis ion  o f t e x t e r i o r  spaces and t o  encourage 
the use of cour ts  i n  bu i ld ings .  

In  Zoning commission Cases No. 78-1 and 78-2, by Orders No. 234,,  
235 and 242, the  Zoning Commission adopted a number of t e x t ,  amend- 
ments r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  * Commercial and Specia l  Purpose D i s t r i c t s  
based on a  comprehensive review of these  zones. The o v e r a l l  
ob jec t ive  of the  two cases  was t o  inplenent  a number of c i t y  p o l i c i e s  
concerning downtown improvement, housing.product ion,  economi~ 
development, environmental enhancement and t r anspor ta t ion  ob jec t ives  . 
Although no t  a  major focus of the  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  cases 78-1 and 
78-2, cour t  requirements f o r  the Specia l  Purpose and Commercial 
D i s t r i c t s  were discussed and amended by Z . C .  Orders 234 and 235, 
t o  provide f o r  one s tandard f o r  width of cour ts  regardless  of the  
d i s t r i c t  o r  type of bui ld ing .  

Subsequent t o  t h e  adoption of those orders the  Commission received 
l e t t e r s  from severa l  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  represented by the  D .  C .  Chapter 
of t h e  AIA, and from the  Pennsylvaia Avenue Development Corporation 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  the newly adopted t e x t  amendments as  r e l a t e d  t o  the  
cour t  requirements c rea ted  hardships and were tor, r e s t r i c t i v e  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  p r o j e c t s  i n  var ious s t ages  of design and implementation. 
A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  Commission adopted Emergency Order No. 253 which 
temporarily amended the  cour t  requirements i n  Commercial and Specia l  
Purpose D i s t r i c t s  f o r  a  per iod  of 120 days. 
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The text amendment considered by the Zoning Commission at the public 
hearing was initiated and filed by Byron Black on behalf of the 
Zoning Task Force of the D.C. Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects. The amendment as proposed by the AIA would have reinsti- 
tuted a distinction between residential and non-residential buildings, 
and would have provided different standards for the two types of 
buildin s . The text amendnents which were the subject of the hearing were % develope by the Office of Planning and Development in consultation with the AIA. 

The Commission believes that the present Regulations regarding courts 
are in need of revision because they are too restrictive, 
and unclear with regard to certain issues. The definition of both 
court and width of court contain a built in predisposition for 
rectangular courts. As now written, both definitionspenalize 
triangular, curved or multi-sided courts. The present Regulations 
do not allow significant variation in building Eacades,because 
the spaces created by suchvariationstechnically must be considered 
courts. The present Regulations require courts,if provided,to be 
very large, regardless of the function of such courts. The present 
width requirements make itextremely difficult to provide open space, 
in the form of courts,for buildings which are not on large lots. 
All of thesenegative aspects of the present Regulations make the 
use of courts less likely, thereby restricting architectural flexibility 
and design, and potentially reducing the opportunity for the pene- 
tration of light and air to open sides of new buildings. 

The Commission believes that the Regulations should be amended to 
correct the deficiencies cited above. To that end, the amendments 
contained herein will amend the definitionsof court and width of 
court to provide for measuring non-rectangular courts. The 
Regulations will also contain a definition of a court niche, to 
provide flexibility of architecturaltreatment. The Regulations will 
further distinguish between residential and non-residential build- 
ings in Special Purpose and Commercial Districts, to reflect the 
different functions served by courts for those kinds of buildings. 

The Office of Planning and Development, by report received on May 
22, 1981 recommended that the Commission adopt.nodificitionsto the 
existing Regulations concerning courts. The OPD noted that the 
existing standards are excessive and in need of revision, and that 
a revised, workable set of court standards is an appropriate way to 
encourage the provision of useable, open exterior spaces adjacent 
to buildings. 

There were no written statementson the proposed arnendmentsreceived 
from any Advisory Neighborhood Commission. 
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The Zoning Commission proposed t o  approve c e r t a i n  amendments t o  t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions  on J u l y  9 ,  1981. The proposed t e x t  amendments 
were r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Nat ional  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission under t h e  
terms of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Self-Government and Governmental 
Reorganizat ion Act .  The NCPC r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  proposed amendments 
w i l l  n o t  adve r se ly  a f f e c t  Federa l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  Nat ional  C a p i t a l  
nor  be i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Comprehensive Plan f o r  t h e  Nat ional  
C a p i t a l .  

The Commission f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  proposed amendments a r e  i n  t h e  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia and a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  
i n t e n t  and purpose of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and Zoning Act ,  The 
Commission t h e r e f o r e  hereby o r d e r s  adopt ion  of t h e  fol lowing amend- 
ments t o  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions :  

I n  s e c t i o n  1202, amend t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of "cour t"  t o  read as 
fo l lows:  

"Court: An open unoccupied space,  n o t  a  c o u r t  n i che ,  
open t o  t h e  sky ,  on t h e  same l o t  w i th  a  b u i l d i n g ,  
which is  bounded on two o r  more s i d e s  by t h e  e x t e r i o r  
w a l l s  of such  b u i l d i n g  o r  by two o r  more e x t e r i o r  
w a l l s ,  l o t  l i n e s  o r  ya rds .  A c o u r t  may a l s o  be 
bounded by a  s i n g l e  curved w a l l  of a  b u i l d i n g . "  

I n  Sec t ion  1202, amend t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of "width of c o u r t "  t o  
r ead  a s  fo l lows:  

"Court ,  width o f :  The minimum h o r i z o n t a l  dimension sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  open end of an open 
c o u r t  o r  t h e  l e s s e r  hor . izonta1 dimension of a c l o s e d  
c o u r t ,  or  i n  t h e  case of a non-rectangular  c o u r t ,  t h e  
d i ame te r  of t h e  l a r g e s t  circle which may be i n s c r i b e d  
i n  a  h o r i z o n t a l  p lane  w i t h i n  such c o u r t . "  

I n  Sec t ion  1202, add a  new d e f i n i t i o n  of "n iche" ,  a s  fo l lows:  

"Court n i c h e :  An i n d e n t a t i o n ,  r e c e s s  o r  d e c o r a t i v e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r ea tmen t  of t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  of a 
bu i ld ing ,  n o t  a  c o u r t ,  which opens on to  a  s t r e e t ,  y a r d ,  
a l l e y  o r  c o u r t . "  

I n  Sec t ion  1202, add a  new d e f i n i t i o n  of ?'depth of c o u r t  n iche"  
a s  fo l lows :  
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"Court  n i c h e ,  dep th  o f :  The g r e a t e s t  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  
s i d e s  of t h e  c o u r t  n i che ,  measured p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  
l i n e  d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  wid th  of c o u r t  n i che . "  

I n  S e c t i o n  1202, add a  new d e f i n i t i o n  of "width of c o u r t  n i che" ,  
as fo l lows:  

"Court n i che ,  wid th  o f :  The d i s t a n c e  between t h e  t w o  p o i n t s  
c r e a t e d  by t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  c o u r t  
n i c h e  and t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  c o u r t ,  y a r d ,  s t r e e t  or  a l l e y  
it a b u t s .  I' 

Provide  f o r  c o u r t  n i c h e s  i n  ~ e s i d e n t i a l  Districts by adding 
new Sub-sect ions  3306.2 and 3306.3, a s  fo l lows :  

"3306.2 No r e q u i r e d  opening f o r  t h e  admiss ion of l i g h t  
and n a t u r a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  open o n t o  a  c o u r t  n i c h e  
where t h e  r a t i o  between t h e  wid th  of c o u r t  n i c h e  and 
t h e  dep th  of c o u r t  n i c h e  i s  less than  two t o  one. 

"3306.3 No p o r t i o n  of a c o u r t  n i c h e  s h a l l  be f a r t h e r  t h a n  
t h r e e  f e e t  from a p o i n t  where t h e  c o u r t  n i c h e  is less t h a n  
t h r e e  f e e t  i n  width .  

Renumber e x i s t i n g  Sub-section 3306.2 t o  3306.4. 

Amend t h e  c o u r t  requirements  i n  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t  s o  t h a t  
S e c t i o n  4305 r eads  a s  fo l lows :  

"SECTION 4305 -- COURTS 

4305.1 Where a  c o u r t  i s  provided f o r  a b u i l d i n g ,  o r  por-  
t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  devoted t o  n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s ,  a t  any 
e l e v a t i o n  i n  such  c o u r t  -- t h e  wid th  of  c o u r t  s h a l l  b e  a 
minimum of t h r e e  i n c h e s  p e r  f o o t  of h e i g k t m e a s u r e d  from 
t h e  lowes t  l e v e l  of t h e  c o u r t  t o  t h a t  e l e v a t i o n ,  pro-  
v ided  t h a t  i n  no c a s e  s h a l l  t h e  w id th  of c o u r t  be  less than  
12  f e e t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of a c l o s e d  c o u r t ,  t h e  minimum area 
s h a l l  be a t  l e a s t  tw ice  t h e  squa re  of t h e  w i d t h  of  c o u r t  
based upon t h e  h e i g h t  of c o u r t ,  b u t  n o t  less than  250 
s q u a r e  f e e t .  

4305.2 Where a  c o u r t  i s  provided for a b u i l d i n g ,  or por- 
t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  devoted t o  r e s i d e n t i d  u s e s ,  a t  any e l eva -  
t i o n  i n  such c o u r t ,  t h e  wid th  of c o u r t  s h a l l  b e  a minimum 
of f o u r  i nches  p e r  f o o t  of h e i g h t  measured from the 
lowes t  l e v e l  of t h e  c o u r t  - t o  that e l e v a t i o n ,  p rov ided  
t h a t  i n  no case  s h a l l  t h e  wid th  of  c o u r t  be  less t h a n  1 5  
f e e t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of a  c l o s e d  c o u r t ,  t h e  minimum a r e a  
s h a l l  be a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  t h e  squa re  of t h e  w i d t h  of c o u r t  
based upon t h e  h e i g h t  of c o u r l ,  b u t  n o t  less than  350 
s q u a r e  f e e t .  
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4305.3 I n  t h e  c a s e  of a b u i l d i n g  devoted t o  bo th  resi- 
d e n t i a l  and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s ,  t h e  minimum wid th  
and a r e a  of a c o u r t  s h a l l  be computed a s  fo l lows:  

4305.31 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  
u s e s  are l o c a t e d  on d i f f e r e n t  f l o o r s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e  wid th  and a r e a  requi rements  s h a l l  be computed 
f o r  each u s e  a t  t h e  p l ane  of each f l o o r  of t h e  bu i ld -  
ing. 

4305.32 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s  
are l o c a t e d  on t h e  sane f l o o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
wid th  and a r e a  requi rements  f o r  t h a t  p lane  s h a l l  b e  
computed based on t h e  requi rements  f o r  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g  se t  f o r t h  i n  Sub-section 4305.2. 

4305.4 Fo r  t h e  purposes  of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " r e s i d e n t i a l  
uses"  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  dwe l l i ngs ,  f l a t s ,  m u l t i p l e  dwe l l i ngs ,  
h o s p i t a l s  and community based r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  

4305.5 No r e q u i r e d  opening f o r  t h e  admission of l i g h t  and 
n a t u r a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  open on to  a  c o u r t  n i c h e  where 
t h e  r a t i o  between t h e  w id th  of c o u r t  nrche and t h e  
dep th  of c o u r t  n i c h e  i s  less than  two t o  one. 

4305.6 No p o r t i o n  of a  c o u r t  n i che  s h a l l  be f a r t h e r  than  
t h r e e  f e e t  from a  p o i n t  where t h e  c o u r t  n i che  i s  less 
t h a n  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  wid th .  

4305.7 I n  t h e  case of an a l t e r a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  amount 
of l i g h t  and v e n t i l a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by o t h e r  munic ipa l  
l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  i n  an e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  
S p e c i a l  Purpose D i s t r i c t ,  no l e g a l l y  requyred window 
s h a l l  be pe rmi t t ed  t o  open o n t o  a  c o u r t  which does n o t  
comply w i t h  t h e  dimensions given i n  Sub-sect ions  
4305.1 and 4395.2." 

8. I n  W D i s t r i c t s ,  prov'ide f o r  t h e  computation of a r e a  and wid th  
of c o u r t s  and f o r  c o u r t  n i ches  by renumbering e x i s t i n g  Para- 
g raph  4406.42 t o  4106.43 and adding new Paragraphs  4406.42, 
4406.44 and 4406.45, a s  fo l lows :  

"4406.42 I n  t h e  c a s e  of a  b u i l d i n g  devoted t o  bo th  resi- 
d e n t i a l  and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  u se s ,  t h e  minimum wid th  
and a r e a  of a  c o u r t  s h a l l  be computed a s  fo l lows :  

44C5.421 When the r e s i d e n t i a l  and non-residential 
u s e s  a r e  l o c a t e a  on d i f f e r e n t  f l o o r s  oE t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e  wid th  and a r e a  requi rements  s h a l l  he computed 
f o r  each use  a t  t h e  p l ane  of each  f l o o r  of t h e  bu i ld -  
ing. 
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4406. 422 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  uses  
a r e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  same f l o o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  the 
width and a r e a  requi rements  f o r  t h a t  p l ane  s h a l l  be 
computed based on t h e  requi rements  f o r  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g  se t  f o r t h  i n  Paragraph 4406.41. 

4406.44 No r e q u i r e d  opening f o r  t h e  admission of l i q h t  
and n a t u r a l  ; e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  open o n t o  a  c o u r t  n iche  
where t h e  r a t i o  between t h e  width  of c o u r t  n iche  and 
t h e  dep th  of c o u r t  n i che  i s  l e s s  than two t o  one. 

4406.45 No p o r t i o n  of a c o u r t  n iche  s h a l l  be f u r t h e r  
t h a n  t h r e e  f e e t  from a p o i n t  where t h e  c o u r t  n iche  is  
less than  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  width .  

9. Rearrange and c o n s o l i d a t e  e x i s t i n g  Sub-sect ions  4506.6 and 
4506.7, r ega rd ing  c o u r t s  i n  CR D i s t r i c t s ,  t o  r ead  a s  fol lows:  

"4506.6 Courts  

4506.61 Where an open c o u r t  i s  provided i n  a CR D i s t r i c t ,  
such c o u r t  s h a l l  have t h e  f o l l o w i n s  minimum dimensions: 

R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  : 3" p e r  f o o t  of h e i g h t  of 
c o u r t ,  b u t  n o t  less than 

Hote l  and o t h e r  p e r m i t t e d  2%" p e r  f o o t  of he igh t  of 
c o u r t ,  b u t  n o t  less than 
6  f e e t .  

4506.62 Where a  c lo sed  c o u r t  i s  provided i n  a CR D i s t r i c t ,  
such c o u r t  s h a l l  have t h e  fo l lowing  minimum dimensions: 

R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  Width: 4 i nches  p e r  f o o t  of 
h e i g h t  of c o u r t ,  b u t  n o t  
less than 1 5  f e e t .  

Area: Twice t h e  square  of 
t h e  r equ i r ed  wid th  of c o u r t  

Hotel  and o t h e r  p e r m i t t e d  Width: 2% inches  per  f o o t  
b u i l d i n g  t of h e i g h t  of c o u r t ,  

bu t -  n o t  l e s s  than  12 f e e t .  

A r e a :  Twice t h e  square  of 
t h e  r equ i r ed  width  of c o u r t  
dimension. 

4506.63 For  t h e  purposes  of t h i s  Sub-section,  "res iden-  
t i a l  b u i l d i n g "  s h a l l  i nc lude  t h o s e  used a s ,  o r  in tended  
t o  be used a s ,  dwe l l i ngs ,  f l a t s ,  m u l t i p l e  dwel l ings ,  
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( c o r r e c t e d  9-30-81) 

h o s p i t a l s  and community based r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s . "  

Renumber e x i s t i n g  Sub-section 4506.8 t o  4506.7 

10.  I n  CR D i s t r i c t s ,  provide f o r  t h e  computation of a r e a  and 
wiGth o f  courc  and i o r  c o u r t  n i ches  by addlng new Para- 
graphs  4506.64, 4506.65 and 4506.66, a s  fo l lows:  

"4506.64 In  t h e  c a s e  of a b u i l d i n g  devoted t o  bo th  resi- 
d e n t i a l  and non-res ident ia l  ~ s e s ,  t h e  minimum widt l i  and 
a r e a  of a  c o u r t  s h a l l  be computed a s  fo l lows:  

4506.641 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and non- res iden t i a l  u s e s  
are l o c a t e d  on d i f f e r e n t  f l o o r s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
width  and a r e a  requirements  s h a l l  be computed f o r  each  
use  a t  t h e  p lane  of each f l o o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

-- 
4506.642 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s  

are l o c a t e d  on t h e  same f l o o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
width  and a r e a  requirements  f o r  t h a t  p l ane  s h a l l  be 
computed based on t h e  requirements  f o r  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g  set  f o r t h  i n  Paragraphs 4506.61 and 4506.62. 

4506.65 - No r e q u i r e d  opening f o r  t h e  admission of  l i g h t  
and n a t u r a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  open on to  a  c o u r t  n i che  
where t h e  r a t i o  between t h e  width  of c o u r t  n i c h e  and 
t h e  depth  of c o u r t  n i che  i s  less than  two t o  one. 

4506.66 N o  p o r t i o n  of a c o u r t  n i che  s h a l l  be f a r t h e r  than  
t h r e e  f e e t  from a  p o i n t  where t h e  c o u r t  n i c h e  is  less 
than  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  width.  

11. Amend t h e  c o u r t  requirements  f o r  C D i s t r i c t s ,  s o  t h a t  Sec t ion  
5305 reads  as fo l lows:  

"SECTION 5395 -- COURTS 

5305.1 Where a c o u r t  i s  provided f o r  a b u i l d i n g ,  o r  p o r t i o n  
t h e r e o f ,  devoted t o  non- res iden t i a l  uses ,  a t  any e leva-  
t i o n  i n  such c o u r t ,  t h e  width  of c o u r t  s h a l l  be a  minimum 
of t h r e e  inches  per f o o t  of h e i g h t ,  measured f r o n  t h e  
l o w e s t  l e v e l  of t h e  c o u r t  t o  t h a t  e l e v a t i o n ,  provided 
t h a t  i n  no c a s e  s h a l l  t h e  width  of  c o u r t  be less than  12 
f e e t .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of a  c l o s e d  c o u r t ,  tfie minimum area s h a l l  
be a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  t h e  squa re  of t h e  width  of c o u r t  based  
upon t h e  h e i g h t  of c o u r t ,  b u t  n o t  less than  250 square  
f e e t .  

5305.2 Where a  c o u r t  is provided f o r  a b u i l d i n g ,  o r  por- 
t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  devoted t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  uses .  a t  anv 
e l e v a t i o n  i n - s u c h  c o u r t ,  t h e  wid th  of cou;t s h a l i  be  a 
minimum of f o u r  inches  p e r  f o o t  of h e i g h t ,  measured from 
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t h e  lowest  l e v e l  of t h e  c o u r t  t o  t h a t  e l e v a t i o n ,  pro- 
vided t h a t  i n  no c a s e  s h a l l  t h e  width of c o u r t  b e - l e s s  
than  15 f e e t .  In  t h e  case  of a c l o s e d  c o u r t ,  t h e  
minimum a r e a  s h a l l  be a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  t h e  square  of t h e  
width of c o u r t  basea upon the  n e i g n t  of c u u r i ,  b u i  I I U ~  

less than 350 square f e e t .  

5305.3 In  t h e  c a s e  of a  bu i ld ing  devoted t o  bo th  r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  and non- res iden t i a l  u s e s ,  t h e  minimwir width and 
a r e a  of a c o u r t  s h a l l  be computed a s  fo l lows:  

5305.31 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and non- res iden t i a l  u s e s  
are l o c a t e d  on d i f f e r e n t  f l o o r s  of t h e  bui ld inq ,  t h e  
width and area requirements  s h a l l  be computed f o r  
each  use  a t  t h e  p lane  of each f l o o r  of t h e  bu i ld inq .  

5305.32 When t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  and non- res iden t i a l  u s e s  
are l o c a t e d  on t h e  same f l o o r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
width and a r e a  requirements  f o r  t h a t  p lane  s h a l l  be  
computed based on t h e  requirements  f o r  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
bu i ld ing  se t  f o r t h  i n  Sub-section 5305.2. 

. 4  For t h e  purposes of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s "  
s h a l l  inc lude  dwel l ings ,  f l a t s ,  m u l t i p l e  dwel l ings ,  hos- 
p i t a l s  and community based r e s i d e n t i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  

5305.5 No requ i red  opening f o r  t h e  admission of l i g h t  and 
n a t u r a l  v e n t i l a t i o n -  s h a l i  open onto  a c o u r t  niche-where 
t h e  r a t i o  between t h e  width of c o u r t  n iche  and the.  dep th  
of c o u r t  n iche  is  less than  two t o  one. 

5305.6 No p o r t i o n  of a c o u r t  n iche  s h a l l  be f a r t h e r  than 
t h r e e  f e e t  from a p o i n t  where t h e  c o u r t  n iche  i s  less 
t h r e e  f e e t  i n  width. 

5305.7 I n  t h e  c a s e  of an a l t e r a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  amount 
of l i g h t  and v e n t i l a t i o n  requ i red  by o t h e r  munic ipa l  
law or r e g u l a t i o n  i n  an e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  a  commer- 
c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  no l e g a l l y  r equ i red  window s h a l l  be per- 
m i t t e d  t o  open onto a  c o u r t  which does  n o t  comply w i t h  
t h e  dimensions given i n  Sub-sections 5305.1 and 5305.2 . " 
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Vote of the Commission taken at the meeting of July 9, 1981: 3-0 
(Commissioners Lindsley Williams, Ruby B. McZier, and Walter B ,  
Lewis, to approve as amended - Commissioner John G, Parsons, not 
voting not having participatedin the case and Commissioner George 
M. White, not present not voting). 

WALTER B. LEWIS 
Chairman 
Zoning Commission 

k,, 6.k 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Executive Director 
Zoning Secretariat 

This order was adopted by the Zoning Commission at its public meeting 
held on September 10, 1981 by a vote of 3-O(LindsleyWilliarns, Ruby 
B. McZier and Walter B. Lewis to adopt-John G. Parsons not voting 
not havingparticipatedin the case, and George 14. FJhite, not present 
not voting). 

In accordance with Section 4.5 of the Rules of Practice and Pro- 
cedure before the Zonine Commission of the District of Columbia. 
these amendm n  SF^ kf85 o the Regulations are effective on 


